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as being wholly unsatisfactory. What concerned Gandhi
was the manner in which the Caste Hindus attempted to
frustrate his campaign against untouchability. In the
solitude of his prison cell, he realized that the prevalence
of untouchability in the Hindu social structure was a
formidable barrier to the attainment of political freedom.
He therefore announced that he would now undergo an
ordeal of three weeks' " unconditional and irrevocable
fast " in connection with the untouchability campaign.
He declared that the fast was to be a " process of self-
purification " which he would go through " in obedience
to a peremptory call from within/' In an interview he
said :

" I am not interested in politics at present. My mind
is solely concentrated on the untouchability problem. I am
not satisfied with the progress that has been made, though
I am not altogether dissatisfied. More deeds instead of
words are required by my disciples/'

In view of the nature and objects of the fast and " the
attitude of mind which it discloses/' the Government of
India decided to release Gandhi and imposed no restrictions
upon his movements. This " act of grace " on the part
of the Government was quickly responded to by his tender-
ing advice to the Congress, through its acting President,
for the suspension for six weeks of the Civil Disobedience
Movement. He expressed hope that during this period of
suspension, " peace will be arranged between the Govern-
ment and Congress/'

But in a statement issued by the Government it was
made clear that

" a mere temporary suspension of the Civil Disobedience
Movement, intended to lead up to negotiations with the
Congress leaders, in no way fulfils the conditions which would
satisfy the Government of India that in fact the Civil Dis-
obedience Movement has been definitely abandoned. There
is no intention of negotiating with the Congress for the
withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience Movement. . . /*